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Two ways to describe a shape

Pixel grid Vector curve

Ellis Trace

Learn it. Try it. Make it useful.
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Read a sample

This sample includes the first chapter. The complete book includes the
chapters and resources listed on its product page.

Explore the complete book at PNG2Vector

CHAPTER

1. Give Your Graphic a Job

A picture can look wonderful on your phone and become a problem
when you ask it to do something different. A small logo may look soft on
a poster. A colorful badge may be difficult to recolor. A design that
appears to have no background may reveal a white rectangle on a dark
shirt. These are file and preparation problems. You do not need to
become a computer expert to make better choices about them.

This book teaches a repeatable way to examine a graphic, choose a
useful format, try vector tracing, and judge the result. You will finish with
a small project package: an untouched source, a working version, a
preview, and a short record of what you checked. That package is useful
whether the graphic is for your own project, a customer, or a future
product idea. The aim is a dependable result you can explain.

Begin by naming the job. Write one sentence such as, "l want a simple
garden badge that can be reused on a label and a poster." This is better
than "I want the best image." Best depends on purpose. A photograph
on a website, a flat symbol on a sign, and lettering for a cutting machine
have different needs. You will make fewer unnecessary changes when
you know what the finished file must accomplish.
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What you need

Use a computer or tablet with a modern browser, a place to save files,
and one graphic that you made or have permission to use. A free vector
editor such as Inkscape is helpful for the independent exercises. This
book does not require a paid converter membership. Practice materials
are available from the PNG2Vector books practice page. You can also
create a simple flower from circles and rectangles in a vector editor,
which gives you an original design to inspect and reuse.

Keep the first design simple: a few flat colors, broad shapes, and no tiny
text. Later you will try a more demanding badge with lettering. A
photograph, glitter texture, or detailed shaded illustration is an
ambitious first choice because it contains many small color changes. You
can learn from those images after you understand the basic checks.
Begin with a design that makes the differences easy to see.

Three routes through the exercises

The independent route uses a vector editor and the supplied practice
graphics. You can build shapes, open the supplied SVG, compare it with
a raster version, and prepare your own project without buying a
membership. The free PNG2Vector route adds a trace preview of your
own image. The optional membership route lets you download editable,
watermark-free SVG exports from the converter. These routes share the
same inspection skills.

A free watermarked PNG preview is useful for evaluating a conversion,
but it is not an editable SVG download. Keep that distinction clear when
planning a project. If you want to finish every exercise without a paid
export, use your own original vector drawing or the supplied vector
practice file for the final editing steps. The optional export project near
the end shows how membership can fit an ongoing workflow when it
serves a real need.
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Make a project card

Write down the intended use, starting filename, visible subject, required
words, important colors, and final size if known. Add any provider
requirements you already have. Leave unknowns as questions to
resolve, rather than filling them with guesses. For our fictional garden
badge, the required words might be "GROW SOMETHING GOOD," and
the main detail might be a small sprout with two leaves. These become
your inspection targets.

Save the project card beside your files. It prevents you from approving a
beautiful result with the wrong spelling or an important leaf missing. A
converter can process shapes, but it does not know which details matter
to your customer. Your project card supplies that judgment. By the end
of this book, you should be able to explain why the chosen file is suitable
and what still needs checking before production.

Your first small win

Choose one graphic and write its job in one sentence. You have
already made the most important decision: what success should look
like.
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